[The antiarrhythmic effects of verapamil in acute myocardial infarction. Considerations on the possible action mechanism (author's transl)].
In 12 patients affected by acute myocardial infarction complicated only by ventricular extrasystoles, verapamil was highly effective in the control of the arrhythmias. This result is in agreement with the experimental finding that ischemia inactivates partially or totally early Na+ inward currents, so that fast fibers become slow fibers. The efficacy of verapamil stresses the importance of these fibers which have acquired a slow response in the genesis of arrhythmias due to acute coronary attacks and opens interesting therapeutical prospects.